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Abstract
Introduction: The issue of this article is to introduce the general

field of science and religion and explain its importance. Here by
“science” I mean the epistemic system that endorses methodological
naturalism and was established in the 17th century. So to be scientific
is at least to explain a phenomenon or event by using only another
natural event or a natural law. “Religion” or “theology” in this paper
refers to a theistic world view according to it any event or object
exists by God’s providence.

Methodology: The present research uses an analytic-rational
method to examine the relationship between science and religion.

Findings: To highlight the question "Why does theology relate to
science?", I describe the various stages that non-sensory knowledge
will enter into the process of scientific theorizing. Here I refer to some
of the accepted theses of the philosophy of science of the second half
of the 20th century. Such as the theory-ladenness of observations, the
role of theoretical knowledge in forming protocol sentences
(immediate experience or basic statements), the Popperian thesis that
scientific investigation begins with a problem, not raw observations,
the importance of pre-experience guesses about effective causes and
factors in occurrence of the event that a scientist wants to explain,
justification of a scientific hypothesis and underdetermination of
theories by data or evidence with referring to Duhem’s Thesis, and
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finally generalization of a scientific hypothesis. It has been
emphasized that in each of the above steps of scientific theorizing,

non-empirical knowledge will be introduced inevitably.

When it comes to modern science and its theoretical framework, it
is clear that naturalism, even in its methodological form, contradicts
theism; because according to theism, each and every event is
explained completely only when the role of divine action is significant
in its existence. While to keep naturalism is to ignore the role of any
supernatural entity in explaining a natural event and God is one of the
clearest samples of a supernatural being.

Since methodological naturalism is one of the irreplaceable
foundations of modern science and according to its contrast with
theism, the necessity of a monotheistic worldview in the process of
understanding nature is inferred. I complete this inference by a brief
discussion of the flaws of naturalism and by bringing up the schema of
divine action of Muslim philosophers.

Conclusion: In short, empirical knowledge cannot be without the need
for a priori knowledge; Also, it cannot be unrelated to theology. Therefore,
the believers must develop a model according to which they try to use all
human knowledge sources in their place and to the extent that they can be
useful in discovering reality or prescribing the correct path for the exercise
of human will. When we follow this model to discover the truths of nature
and systematize those discoveries, we have reached an example of
knowledge about the natural world that does not suffer from the defects of
methodological naturalism and the one-sidedness of epistemological
naturalism (scientism).

Keywords: Monotheism, Science and Religion, Modern Science, Islamic
Philosophy.
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