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Investigating the Feasibility of Mathematical Skepticism in
the Human Mind: Towards Overcoming Doubt
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Abstract

Introduction: Throughout history, intellectuals have been deeply
engaged in exploring the fundamental inquiry into how we assess and
verify human consciousness. Essentially, this revolves around the
challenge of aligning our mental constructs with the objective realities
of the external world. In the presence of external realities, what
assurance do we have regarding the validity of both our mental
constructs and those external realities? This analytical study delved into
the potential manifestation of mathematical skepticism within the
human psyche, juxtaposing this form of skepticism against
mathematical certainty.

Methodology: In addressing the query at hand, it becomes
imperative to delineate various categories of skepticism and certainty,
elucidating each through a thorough desk-based study. After
scrutinizing the attributes of each, the primary aim is to discern what
has captivated the attention of intellectuals thus far, particularly
regarding sophism and skepticism, and to determine the nature of the
skepticism at hand. Considering its prerequisites and attributes, the
objective is also to identify a methodology within the intellectual
resources expounded by the theology of Ahl al-Bayt and the Holy
Quran to address the posed inquiry and devise a resolution.

Findings: It is noteworthy to emphasize that within the realm of
epistemology and the elucidation of diverse schools and concepts
within various skeptical movements and their counterparts,
considerable scholarly endeavors have been undertaken. These studies
have provided comprehensive insights, among which the following
noteworthy investigations deserve mention: Skepticism by Robert Audi,
“Skepticism or Certainty: A Study of the Theory of Evolution of

LLecturer of higher education at Qom and Najaf Seminaries, and Ph.D.

candidate in Philosophy and Islamic Theology, University of Ilam, Iran.
E-mail: mehdimalekshahi3132@gmail.com
Received date: 2023.01.09 Accepted date: 2024.04.22



Religious Knowledge” by Mohammad Mehdi Meshkati and Zohreh
Ghorbani (Naqshe Jahan Journal of Research in Humanities),
Skepticism in Contemporary Epistemology by Amir Abbas Ali Zamani,
“Skepticism in West: The Study of Historical Course” by Taher
Karimzadeh (Journal of Marefet), “Skepticism and Certainty Film
Studies” by Abbas Arefi (Hournal of Zehn), and numerous other
scholarly studies. What sets this study apart from others is, first:
perspective on approaching the problem; second: meticulous
examination of the correlation between skepticism and certainty; and
third: a novel response through the incorporation of the Hereafter and
the employment of rational arguments within Islamic theological
narratives.

Conclusion: History bears witness to the correlation between
mathematical skepticism and mathematical certainty in terms of
possibility. If one is feasible, the other is inevitably possible, and if the
realization of one is unattainable, the same holds true for the other.
Demonstrating this correlation leads to the conclusion that skepticism
concerning human assumptions and perceptions, such as argumentative
and systemic skepticism, resides inherently within the human mind.
Essentially, such skepticism cannot be countered through
argumentation, as any argument would inevitably succumb to its
influence. What becomes evident is that the sole method to counter
such skepticism is to cultivate a form of psychological certainty by
employing the concept of preferring to avoid potential loss.

Keywords:  Skepticism, Certainty, Reality, @ Mathematical
Skepticism, Psychological Certainty, Preference.
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