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Abstract

Introduction: While belonging to two different intellectual cultures
and adopting different philosophical principles, Suhrawardi and
Descartes emphasize the role of self-knowledge in acquiring
knowledge. In Descartes' philosophy, Cogito, ergo sum is considered as
the basis of knowledge, from which the knowledge of other levels of
being, such as God and the world, are deduced. In Suhrawardi's
philosophy, the human soul is a light of divine lights, which in the light
of self-knowledge can apprehend the superior lights, the light of lights
and material things. Of course, Suhrawardi and Descartes pay attention
to the issue of soul and self-knowledge from two different viewpoints.
Suhrawardi deals with this issue from the viewpoint of intuitive
knowledge and Descartes from the rational-reasoning viewpoint.

Method: This article, with a descriptive-analytical method, tries to
explain how the different perceptions of Suhrawardi and Descartes
about the human soul and self-knowledge cause these two philosophers
to have a different view of the way to pass from self-knowledge to the
knowledge of others. While reviewing the intellectual-philosophical
foundations of Descartes and Suhrawardi and in the light of attention to
the issue of self-knowledge in the thinking of these two philosophers,
this article tries to explain the relationship between self-knowledge and
other knowledge .

Findings: Suhrawardi and Descartes believe that there is a
fundamental principle for knowledge that is self-evident and we have
direct knowledge of it. In Suhrawardi's philosophy, this principle and
foundation is self-knowledge. Because of its relationship with light, the

+ PhD of Philosophy. Allameh Tabataba’i University. Tehran. Iran.
Email: kazem.hani1394@gmail.com
Received date: 2023.12.13 Accepted date: 2024.04.27



human soul knows itself and this self-knowledge is also considered as
the foundation on which all other knowledge based. In Descartes's
philosophy, I am thinking, therefore I am, is considered as an evident
principle from which knowledge of the external world and knowledge
of God's existence are derived. But how the soul can be the origin and
source of knowledge is an important question that each of these two
philosophers, according to their own foundations, has answered in a
different way. Considering his ontological foundations and relying on
the element of light, Suhrawardi emphasizes the intuitive cognition of
the soul. But Descartes pay attention to this issue from the perspective
of the rationalism of the modern philosophy and tries to acquire a
definite and certain knowledge about things and phenomena.

Conclusion: According to Descartes, the transition from the
evidence of cogito to other knowledge is done in the light of a certain
method. Using the mathematical method and paying attention to its
deductive characteristic, Descartes explains the relationship of self-
knowledge with other knowledge such as knowledge of the external
world and knowledge of God's existence. Using rational-logical
method, he is trying to give the same evidence and clarity as in Cogito
to other knowledge. Therefore, in Descartes' intellectual system, in the
end, all our knowledge will be certain and we will have a firm
intellectual system. Unlike Descartes, in Suhrawardi's philosophy,
transition from self-knowledge to other knowledge is not a deductive
and methodical matter; in Suhrawardi's philosophy, cognition and
knowledge occur in the light of the soul, and the radiation of light also
takes place in one moment. Therefore, the basic difference between
Descartes and Suhrawardi in the issue of self-knowledge is that
Suhrawardi considers the human soul to be a light and observation is
also realized in the light of soul. So, both self-knowledge of the soul
and its knowledge about other phenomena are the type of intuitive
knowledge.

Keywords: Descartes, Suhrawardi, self-knowledge, soul, light,
knowledge.
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