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Fodor's argument in favor of psychological individualism:

Examining Robert Wilson's response
Abbas Mahdavi®

Abstract

Introduction: In this article, I examine Fodor's argument in favor
of psychological individualism and Wilson's response to it. According
to Fodor's causal argument, every scientific theory individuates states
according to their causal powers. Common sense intentional
psychology individuates states according to their wide content.
Differences in wide content are not sufficient for differences in causal
powers. Therefore, Common sense intentional psychology should
individuate the states according to the narrow content. Wilson believes
that Fodor's argument through causal powers, by appealing to the wide
concept of causal power in the introduction related to the uniqueness
of scientific types and by appealing to the narrower concept of causal
power in the introduction related to the supervenience, causes the
obscure of the concept of "causal powers". As a result, these two
premises are incompatible. The defender of individualism appeals to
the revised individualist taxonomy by deriving an individualist
reading from the relational types of science. According to this
taxonomy, relational properties are not taxonomic properties in
themselves, and are only included in the taxonomy of science as an
introduction to internal physical properties. To clarify the falsity of the
above claim about relational taxonomies, Wilson resorted to the
example of Fodor's relational concept of the planet. The concept of a
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planet plays a central role in astrological explanations, not an
introductory one. The actual relations in which a planet is placed play
a major role in determining whether a planet is a planet. The real
taxonomic activity in astronomy prevents us from thinking that the
concept of a planet is preliminary or needs to be subject to
individualistic revision. Indeed, since the concept is fundamentally
relational, if we try to take an individualistic reading of the concept of
planet and make it an individualistic revision, we lose the concept of
planet. This shows that it is neither necessary nor even possible to
obtain an individualistic reading of relational types. Thus, Wilson
correctly concludes that the problem of "wide and narrow causal
forces" is not resolved by any modification of this argument.

Methods of Study: In this article, first-hand and original sources
have been used and an attempt has been made to obtain the desired
results by wusing the method of conceptual analysis and the
conventional method of philosophical reasoning.

Findings: ‘) The concept of "causal power" is wide in the
methodological point and the concept of "causal power" is narrow in
the metaphysical point. Therefore, the concept of "causal power" in
these two common points is obscure. Y) relational properties are
"causal powers" or are individuated by "causal powers", if the premise
related to the individuation of scientific types is true; But they are not
"causal powers" or are not individuated by "causal powers" if the
premise related to the supervenience is true. As a result, these two
premises are incompatible. Because no type of identity can be unique
both by its external properties and completely unique by its internal
properties.

Conclusion: the problem of "wide and narrow causal powers" is
not resolved by any modification of Fodor's argument in favor of
psychological individualism.

Keywords: Individualism, Anti-Individualism, Causal power, Jerry
Fodor, Robert Wilson.
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