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Abstract

Introduction: In this article, Peirce's fallibilism as the main doctrine
in his evolutionary philosophical system is introduced. It will be argued
that he introduced a world with the great law of cosmic evolution which
is based on Tychism, Synechism and Agapism that never reaches
perfect regularity. In this evolutionary world, absolute spontaneity,
which always remains in every law, creates new indeterminate parts,
which in the evolutionary path, find more regularity and approach the
determined state. Therefore, the remaining of this amount of
spontaneity and indeterminacy in the world is the basis of the doctrine
of Peirce's fallibilism. Then, the concept of fallibilism in Peirce and the
evolutionary nature of fallibility is explained. Also with pointing to
some part of Peirce's epistemology, metaphysics, theology and
philosophy of science we try to show that fallibilism is the cornerstone
of his philosophy. In the end, it is emphasized that Peirce's theory of
truth is also compatible with this doctrine. And since the theory of truth
will play a fundamental role in any philosophical system, it is another
proof of our claim.

Methods: This article has been prepared using a library research
method by referring to the original works of Peirce and the most
recognized commentators on his philosophy. In the preparation of this
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article, the works of some neo-pragmatists who have explored Peirce's
ideas in recent years have been utilized, and these have been compared
with Peirce's own works.

Findings: In this article, we find that fallibilism is the central
doctrine of Peirce's philosophy, which influences all aspects of his
thought, and Peirce does not consider any knowledge to be immune
from fallibility. Peirce's fallibilism encompasses theological teachings,
mathematics, a priori judgments, and direct experience, and it has an
evolutionary nature based on Peirce's law of cosmic evolution, which is
grounded in three aspects: Tychism, Synechism, and Agapism. We also
find that according to Agapism, cosmic evolution is purposeful and
governed by final causes, and Peirce employs the concepts of
evolutionary love and final cause for Agapism as well, thus the universe
began from complete chaos in distant past and evolves into order
through evolutionary love. We also find that Peirce, although a
fallibilist, has a clear definition of the place of truth in her philosophy.
Because the opinion which is fated to be ultimately agreed to by all who
investigate, is what Peirce mean by the truth, and the object represented
in this opinion is the real. That is the way Peirce would explain reality.

Conclusion: The metaphysics of the world from Peirce's perspective
is continuous, accompanied by degrees of absolute chance and
spontaneity within it. In other words, the world has a non-deterministic
structure. This does not mean that the world lacks order; rather, it
means that its orders are not necessary and absolute. Therefore, the laws
that represent those orders, while they may be true, are not certain and
immune to revision. However, in certain parts of the world, orders are
moving towards complete order through an evolutionary process.
Similarly, if scientists continue their research in a particular field, truth
will be attained by the end of the research. But since the end of research
is always uncertain, we should not claim certainty for the reported true
propositions. And we must consider ourselves fallible in our
epistemology.

Keywords: Fallibilism, Determinism, Chance, Evolution, Truth.
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