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Someone who is aware of his lack of direct access to a large part
of the world - the outside world - and at the same time cannot
consider himself absolutely deprived of access to that world is
seeking to find a medium for access - even if indirect - to the
outside world. Science plays the role of that medium; the idea of
science mediating access to the outside world, based on the
characteristic of discovery - narration and representation - is not
new, but explaining how science is attributed the characteristic of
discovery is one of the questions that has found its way into
Islamic thought in the last two centuries. Discovery is sometimes
considered an intrinsic characteristic of science, and sometimes a
credit characteristic. After showing the foundation of the idea of
discovery and explaining how science is characterized by
intrinsic discovery and credit discovery, this research has
examined the challenges facing each of those two approaches
and ultimately proved that discovery is neither an essential part
of science nor has it been credited to science out of necessity and
urgency, but rather is a characteristic whose negation of science
does not lead to either "negation of science" or "negation of
realism."
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The idea of knowledge discovering something
extrinsic to it (the ma‘lum), and its role as an intermediary for indirect
access to the external world, is one that can be approached through two
pathways: (a) The assumption of knowledge without an object is a
logical impossibility. (b) The individual who is a realist, firmly believes
in a world independent of their perceptions, and simultaneously knows
they can only access their own knowledge and perception, must regard
knowledge as revelatory. Although both paths lead to the concept of the
revelatory nature of knowledge, the first path leads to the essential
nature of revelatory knowledge, while the second leads to its
conventional nature. According to the essential view of revelatory
knowledge, knowledge uncovers reality (or the ma‘lim), and this
uncovering of the ma‘lim becomes an inseparable characteristic of
knowledge. Therefore, if knowledge of reality is conceived through
convention or "the attribution of reality to knowledge of reality," the
relationship between knowledge and the ma‘lim will not be one of
revelation and object of revelation, but rather one of identity within the
realm of imagination (Tabataba'1; 2008, p. 115). It seems that to resolve
this apparent contradiction between the two pathways—each of which
is found in the works of Allamah Tabataba T—it is necessary to address
two questions to which these ideas are responses: The first idea—that
the revelatory quality is an essence of knowledge—responds to the
question: "Can knowledge exist without an object, or is it impossible to
conceive of knowledge without an object?" (Tabataba't; 2008, p. 63).
The second idea—that knowledge, through the realm of imagination
and convention, is reality—addresses the question: "How does
knowledge, which cannot exist without an object and cannot be
conceived without an object, relate to the ma‘'lum?" Although it is
possible to resolve the apparent contradiction between the two ideas of
revelatory and conventional by considering the questions each is
responding to, one cannot overlook the impasse of these two pathways.
The first path leads nowhere because it conflates the intrinsic ma‘lim
with the extrinsic ma‘lim. What is meant by the impossibility of
assuming knowledge without an object is the intrinsic ma‘lim, not the
extrinsic one. The goal of this path is to attain the extrinsic ma‘lam, not
the intrinsic one. Furthermore, the second path also leads nowhere
because one can be a realist and reject a specific interpretation of
realism (such as firm perception according to reality) while still
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denying the attribution of reality to knowledge of reality. In other
words, although knowledge depends on the existence of entities with
both agent and object aspects—meaning knower and known—what is
inherently present in the object role of knowledge is the intrinsic
ma‘lim, that inner reality. The claim that knowledge uncovers an
external object is what this research seeks to challenge. Thus, one
cannot conclude from the impossibility of knowledge without an object
that, in every type of knowledge, something beyond the intrinsic
ma‘lim must be present, which knowledge, through its revelatory
nature, represents. Likewise, regarding the second path, which
interprets the revelation of knowledge as a consequence of realism, one
can have firm belief in a world independent of self—filled with things
that are not references to the self—without falling into idealism, and yet
not accept revelation as either an essential or conventional feature of
knowledge.

Methods: The methodology of this research involves consulting
primary texts from Islamic philosophy and Shia jurisprudential
principles from the past century. Along with the analysis of these texts,
various concepts are logically examined.

Results: Representationality is neither an essential nor a
conventional attribute of knowledge. Knowledge can still be considered
as such even if it neither reveals anything nor represents anything. The
kind of knowledge referred to here is neither hudiiri (immediate
knowledge by presence) nor tasawwurl hustli (conceptual acquired
knowledge), since it is well understood that these two types of
knowledge do not possess representational content. The central claim of
this study is that even tasdiqi husili knowledge (propositional acquired
knowledge) can, in principle, lack representationality.

Conclusion: The notion of the revelatory (kashifiyyah) nature of
knowledge—regardless of whether this revelation is considered an
essential (dhati) or conventional (i‘tibari) attribute—rests upon a set of
assumptions, some of which are unfounded and others unjustified. For
example, if there is no well-defined boundary between the self (man)
and the non-self (na-man)—which arguably there is not—or even if
such a boundary exists, yet inclusion in the category of realists is not
contingent upon a firm belief corresponding to a mind-independent
world, but rather merely upon a firm belief in a non-self world, then one
can be a realist without subscribing to the idea of knowledge as
revelation. Moreover, the conceptual analysis of knowledge and the



commitment to its dependence on both subjective and objective poles—
the knower (‘alim) and the known (ma‘lim)—does not necessitate that,
in addition to the essentially-known (i.e., the objective pole of
knowledge), there must also necessarily be an accidentally-known or
disclosed aspect. Thus, neither the conceptual analysis of knowledge
nor the implications of realism logically entail or justify belief in the
proposition that “knowledge is revelatory.”
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