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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Metaphor, traditionally viewed as a decorative linguistic device confined to
rhetorical embellishment, has undergone significant reconceptualization in
the field of cognitive linguistics. The emergence of cognitive semantics,
particularly through the groundbreaking contributions of Lakoff and
Johnson, shifted the focus of metaphor from language to thought, positioning
it as a fundamental mechanism of human cognition. Conceptual metaphor
theory posits that abstract domains of experience are understood and
structured through mappings from more concrete domains. Thus, metaphor
transcends ornamental expression and becomes a primary cognitive tool for
comprehending and conveying meaning. In the context of religious texts,
metaphors do not merely provide stylistic variety but facilitate deeper
engagement with abstract and spiritual concepts. The Holy Quran, with its
intricate network of metaphors, exemplifies this role, employing conceptual
mappings to render intangible realities comprehensible to human experience.
Among these, the metaphors associated with “weight” and “measurement”
are particularly salient, encapsulated in the Quranic usage of the terms mizan
(balance), kiel (measure), and qistas (just scale). These terms extend beyond
their literal sense as physical instruments of weighing and measuring to
embody abstract notions of justice, divine order, harmony, and moral
accountability. This study investigates the conceptual metaphors underlying
Quranic verses that employ these terms, with the aim of clarifying how
cognitive linguistic frameworks reveal the semantic depth and theological
implications of such expressions. The research addresses the central
question: what role do conceptual metaphors play in the Quranic
representation of mizan, kiel, and qistas?

Methods

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in the
theoretical principles of cognitive linguistics, specifically the conceptual
metaphor theory of Lakoff and Johnson. The study first establishes the
cognitive linguistic framework, emphasizing the tripartite classification of
conceptual metaphors: structural, orientational, and ontological. Building
upon this foundation, Quranic verses explicitly containing the terms mizan,
kiel, and qistas were identified and subjected to close semantic and
contextual analysis. Each verse was examined for the metaphorical mapping
between the source domain (concrete experiences of weighing and
measuring) and the target domain (abstract notions such as justice, order,
divine law, moral responsibility, or futility of actions). Classical Quranic
exegesis, particularly al-Tabataba’i’s al-Mizan, was consulted to ground
interpretations in authoritative theological discourse. The process involved
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categorizing the metaphors according to their cognitive function, identifying
recurring patterns of conceptualization, and situating these within the
broader cognitive-semantic framework. In this way, the study integrates
linguistic theory, hermeneutical analysis, and semantic categorization to
illuminate how Quranic metaphors operate both as theological tools and as
cognitive devices.

Results

The analysis revealed that the Quran employs the lexemes mizan, kiel, and
qistas to construct a sophisticated metaphorical system that bridges concrete
and abstract realms. Several key findings emerged:

l.

Mizan (Balance/Scale): The term mizan functions as a conceptual
metaphor for justice, order, and divine accountability. In verses such
as al-A‘raf 89, al-Mu’minun 102—-103, and al-Qari‘a 6-9, mizan
metaphorically signifies the weighing of human deeds, where the
heaviness or lightness of the scale reflects the moral worth of
actions. In al-Rahman 7-9 and al-Shura 17, mizan embodies divine
law, cosmic harmony, and the principles of justice that govern both
creation and human conduct. Thus, the source domain of physical
balance is mapped onto domains of morality, law, and cosmology.
Kiel (Measure): The term kiel primarily denotes measuring by
volume but extends metaphorically to signify fairness, justice in
transactions, and fulfillment of obligations. Verses such as al-
Shu‘ara 181 and al-An‘am 152 use kiel not only in the context of
material exchange but also as a metaphor for ethical integrity and the
just distribution of rights, including the protection of orphans’
property. Kiel, therefore, illustrates how concrete practices of
measurement serve as metaphors for abstract notions of equity and
moral responsibility.

Qistas (Just Scale): Occurring rarely (al-Isra 35; al-Shu‘ara 182),
qistas represents the epitome of accuracy and justice in
measurement.  Coupled with the qualifier al-mustaqim
(straight/upright), qistas functions as a metaphor for absolute
fairness and divine justice, transcending ordinary standards of
measurement. It symbolizes the uncompromising precision of divine
accountability, reinforcing the ethical imperative of honesty and
fairness in human transactions.

Ontological and Structural Metaphors: Across these terms, the
Quran systematically uses ontological metaphors to reify abstract
concepts such as justice, righteousness, and futility, while structural
metaphors organize moral and eschatological realities in terms of
measurement. For instance, in al-Kahf 105, the denial of a “weight”



for disbelievers’ deeds metaphorically represents the worthlessness
of their actions, emphasizing futility and moral bankruptcy.
Collectively, these findings illustrate that Quranic metaphors are not
arbitrary but cognitively motivated, reflecting universal human experiences
of weighing and measuring while adapting them to convey profound
theological and ethical truths.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the Quran employs the conceptual metaphor of
weight and measurement as a powerful cognitive and rhetorical device. By
mapping familiar experiences of weighing and measuring onto abstract
domains of justice, divine law, and eschatological accountability, the Quran
renders complex theological realities accessible to human understanding.
The metaphors of mizan, kiel, and qgistas exemplify how concrete practices
are extended to conceptualize intangible notions, ensuring that messages of
fairness, order, and accountability resonate deeply with audiences across
cultures and eras. Furthermore, the findings affirm the relevance of Lakoff
and Johnson’s conceptual metaphor theory for analyzing sacred texts,
revealing how cognitive linguistics provides a robust framework for
uncovering the semantic and theological depth of Quranic discourse.
Ultimately, the Quran’s metaphorical system highlights the inseparability of
language, thought, and cognition, demonstrating how metaphors shape
religious understanding and guide ethical conduct.
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31. Krippendorff, K (1993). Major Metaphors of Communication and some
Reflections on their Use, Cybernetics & Human Knowing.






