&

the Research Institute for

Zehn

Home Page: zehn.iict.ac.ir

Islamic Culture and Thought Online ISSN: 2981-2097

Comparing the two theories of religious science and religious
experience in resolving the conflict between science and religion

Safar Nasirian'™ | Jalil J alili’ | Jafar Asgharzadeh Bonab’

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: s.nasirian488@cfu.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: j.jalili@cfu.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: j.asgharzadeh@cfu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received
2025/03/04
Received in
revised form
2025/07/08
Accepted
2025/07/09
Published online
2025/09/23

Keywords:
Religion, Science,
Conflict, Religious
Science, Religious
Experience, Javadi
Amoli, Igbal
Lahori.

Given the growing importance of science and the efforts of some
opponents to create a conflict between science and religion—and
thereby marginalize religious issues—as well as the effects of this
debate on other human matters, such as limiting the role of religion
in social spheres, the present study aims to provide a comparative
analysis of two theories: Religious Science and Religious
Experience. These theories, proposed by two contemporary Muslim
thinkers, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and Muhammad Igbal Lahori, aim
to resolve the conflict between science and religion.

Based on this analysis, the two theories are similar in several
respects: they both believe in the inherent compatibility and
complementarity of science and religion; they reject the absolute
nature of empirical sciences; they affirm the possibility of resolving
the apparent conflict between science and religion; and they
emphasize the necessity of purifying religion from incorrect textual
rulings.

However, they are in opposition to each other regarding their:
realism versus idealism; compatibility or incompatibility with the
foundations of religious epistemology; applicability to religious
principles; the mutual support or distinction between reason and
revelation in the discovery of religion; the maximum role of reason
and revelation in the development of sciences; the measurability of
religion with criteria of human experience; and the universality or
specificity of the proposed solution.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

From the perspective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, everything in this
universe—all contingent beings—is either the Word of God or His Deed.
The Word of God is explained by textual evidence (dalil naqli), while His
Deed is explained by rational evidence (dalil aqli). He believes that all
knowledge acquired through rational evidence (including both religious and
empirical’human sciences), provided it meets the criteria for validity, falls
under the category of religious knowledge.

Muhammad Igbal also believed that science and religion, despite their
differences in the processes for attaining truth, are similar in their ultimate
goal and the general path to reach it. From his viewpoint, the general path to
reaching absolute reality passes through a stage that can be called the
purification of experience.

Thus, just as Ayatollah Javadi, in order to resolve the conflict, places
science under the umbrella of religion by utilizing the theory of "religious
science," Igbal, in a reverse manner and through his theory of "purified
experience," considers the subordination of religion to scientific methods as
the solution to this conflict.

Given the increasing importance of the relationship between science and
religion and the conflicts created between them by some opponents of
religion aiming to downplay its significance, as well as the effects this
important debate has had on other human issues—such as determining the
role of religion in social and educational spheres—the present study aims to
provide a comparative and explanatory analysis of these two theories,
"religious science" and "purified experience." These theories, proposed by
two great contemporary Muslim thinkers as solutions for resolving the
conflict between science and religion, are examined in this research to help
solve some of the academic problems in this field.

Method

The present study, using a descriptive-analytical approach, provides a
comparative analysis of two prominent theories for resolving the conflict
between science and religion, which were proposed by two great
contemporary thinkers: Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and Muhammad Igbal. The
research tool is library-based, with occasional use of reliable electronic
sources. In this study, both theories were first explained in terms of their
concepts, foundations, and components, and then compared with each other
from all these perspectives.

Findings
Based on the study conducted, the two theories—Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s
theory of Religious Science and Muhammad Igbal’s theory of Religious
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Comparing the two theories of religious science and religious. ..

Experience—can be compared along two main axes: similarities and
differences.
The similarities between these two theories are as follows:

Science and religion are inherently compatible and non-
contradictory.

Science and religion are complementary to each other for the
purpose of achieving human prosperity.

Religion, due to the universality of its principles, has oversight,
superiority, and precedence over science.

Resolving the apparent conflict between science and religion is
possible.

Empirical sciences are not absolutely infallible and are susceptible to
error and mistake.

Religion's structure must be purified from the incorrect rational and
textual rulings that have found their way into it.

The differences between the two theories are as follows:

The theory of Religious Science is a realistic and a realist theory,
while the theory of Religious Experience is more subjective and
idealistic.

The second theory, based on Western philosophy, offers a new
interpretation of religion whose essential element is faith stemming
from science. However, according to the first theory, reason and
revelation are the primary foundations of religion.

The theory of Religious Science seeks to provide a framework
where science, under the guidance of religion, can meet society's
needs by aligning scientific findings with religious principles. In
contrast, the theory of Religious Experience presents an
interpretation of religion whose vital essence is faith based on
experience.

According to the first theory, reason and revelation are on an equal
footing in the discovery of truth across various aspects of human
life. However, based on the second theory, the role of reason
(science) is limited to the outward appearance of things, while the
role of religion is confined to their inner reality.

The theory of Religious Science, by providing general religious
rules, is adaptable to various fields of science. This is unlike the
second theory, which, by separating the outward world (covered by
modern sciences) from the inner world (addressed by religious
sciences), eliminates the possibility of their alignment in general and
social domains, thus approaching secularism.

According to the first theory, empirical sciences can only test
sensible and observable matters but cannot provide confirmation or



denial regarding supernatural matters outside the realm of
experience. However, the theory of Religious Experience, by
stratifying truth and reality and entrusting the outward human issues
to the domain of science, effectively highlights the scope of science
in solving social problems while reducing the scope of religion to
matters of worship and spirituality.

e The theory of Religious Science offers a general, usable solution for
all scientists, whereas the theory of Religious Experience presents a
specific solution intended for those who have inner experiences.

Conclusion

These two theories are similar in their belief in the inherent compatibility of
science and religion; their complementarity to one another; the rejection of
the absolute nature of empirical sciences; the possibility of resolving the
apparent conflict between science and religion; and the necessity of
purifying religion from incorrect textual rulings. However, they are in
opposition to each other regarding their: realism vs. Idealism; compatibility
or incompatibility with the foundations of religious epistemology;
applicability to religious principles; the mutual support or distinction
between reason and revelation in the discovery of religion; the maximum
role of reason and revelation in the development of sciences; the
measurability of religion with criteria of human experience; and the
universality or specificity of the proposed solution.
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