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The secularization of science, among the various aspects of
secularism, is one of the most crucial yet often overlooked, having
a significant impact on the developments of modern science. This
branch of secularism has multiple philosophical foundations, and
the main issue of this article is to demonstrate the influence of
subjectivism on the secularization of science.

This research, organized using a descriptive-analytical method,
reveals that subjectivism is one of the most fundamental
underpinnings of modern metaphysics, which has also influenced
the principles and issues of modern science. Although subjectivism
was initially proposed by Descartes with the motive of opposing
skepticism, it has plunged humanity into a more complex form of
doubt and discouraged many scientists from achieving objective
reality (reality-in-itself).

By accepting this viewpoint, sacred and ethical concepts are
considered subjective, consequently severing the connection of
sciences with their metaphysical origins. Subjectivism is the
primary foundation of humanism, self-grounded rationality, and the
rejection of religious authority. Each of these outcomes has, in
some way, pushed metaphysical and revelatory principles aside
from the realm of modern science. Logically, subjectivism has
serious epistemological flaws, and functionally, it has had
unfortunate consequences in modern science, which are addressed
in this article."
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Secularism constitutes a paramount tenet of modernity, exerting profound
influence across multifarious domains. The discernible diminution of
religious paradigms within the realms of art, philosophy, and literature
unequivocally signals the pervasive advance of secularism. Notwithstanding
these manifestations, the process of scientific secularization—an endeavor to
articulate a cosmological perspective entirely divorced from theological
presuppositions—represents a more consequential dimension. The
secularization of science systematically expunges religious, ethical, and
metaphysical constructs from the human and worldly interpretative
frameworks. This comprehensive process is predicated upon a diverse array
of philosophical underpinnings, encompassing epistemological, ontological,
and anthropological foundations. Among these, subjectivism emerges as a
signal epistemological cornerstone of scientific secularization.

Philosophically construed, subjectivism signifies the epistemological
primacy accorded to the cognitive faculties of the knowing subject. This
scholarly inquiry is dedicated to elucidating the consequential impact of
subjectivism upon the secularization of scientific inquiry.

Methodology
This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology. Initially, the
defining characteristics of pre-modern and modern science are delineated.
Subsequently, an abridged exposition of the nature of subjectivism is
provided, followed by an analysis of its determinate influence on scientific
secularization.

Results
The genesis of subjectivism can be traced to the philosophical contributions
of René Descartes. He invoked the Cogito principle—*I think, therefore I
am”—postulating it as the most indubitable form of human cognition and the
foundational bedrock for all subsequent knowledge acquisition. Descartes,
having subjected the existence of all other entities to rigorous skepticism,
maintained that these entities acquire reality only insofar as they are
apprehended with clarity and distinctness. This Cartesian tenet implies that
human certainty occupies the central locus of existence, with the veracity of
external objects being functionally contingent upon this certainty. Human
truth, in turn, is circumscribed by its cognitive capacity, thereby positioning
humanity as a subject possessing certainty of itself, while other entities
necessitate incorporation into the subject’s cognitive apparatus to attain
ontological status.

Subjectivism attained enhanced robustness and explicit articulation
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within the philosophical system of Immanuel Kant. In his seminal work, the
Critique of Pure Reason, Kant undertook a meticulous analysis of the
perceptual process, averring that the human mind is not merely a passive
recipient of sensory data but an active participant, significantly contributing
to the constitution of percepts through its inherent faculties. A salient
corollary of this theoretical construct is the proposition that the existence of
the external world itself is contingent upon the human subject. More
precisely, Kant’s philosophy effected a fundamental inversion in the
established relationship between the subject and the object—a paradigm shift
he aptly termed the “Copernican Revolution.” This repositioning of mind
and object transcended a mere conventional reordering; it signified a
transformation in the cosmic order and its anthropocentric orientation.
Humanity, once conceived as an entity apprehending a pre-existing external
reality, was now elevated to the pivotal role of determining the very being or
non-being of objects. Consequently, the human status ostensibly transcended
mere discovery of reality to the active constitution thereof.

Subjectivism precipitated a profound revolution in humanity’s
conceptualization of existence, the human condition, and epistemology. The
conceptualizations of God, reason, liberty, morality, and intersubjective
relations underwent radical metamorphosis. Grounded in subjectivism, the
ontological status of objects becomes contingent upon human certainty,
thereby affording humanity a singular position within the ontological
hierarchy. In this paradigm, humanity is not merely a creature amongst
creations, co-equal with other beings; rather, the thinking “I” achieves
ontological primacy, with all other entities being deemed real exclusively
through their clear and distinct apprehension by the thinking “I.” The
metaphysics of the modern era is intrinsically predicated upon this
subjectivist epistemology. This conceptual upheaval permeated beyond
philosophical circles, establishing a comprehensive epistemic framework for
empirical scientists and practitioners in other disciplines.

The advent of subjectivism engendered a cascade of consequential
implications, including:

1. The world is posited as an object relative to the human subject. The
reality of external phenomena is contingent upon their clear and
distinct apprehension by the subject.

2. Subject-Dependent Meaningfulness: A further corollary of
subjectivism, particularly within Kantian exegesis, is that the
meaningfulness of other entities is inextricably linked to human
cognition. Entities appear devoid of inherent meaning prior to their
assimilation within the Kantian categories of understanding.

3. Humanism: Humanity assumes a quasi-divine status, transforming
into an autonomous agent who appropriates nature, effectively



dispossessing its putative original proprietor (God). Humanity, in
this conceptualization, either embodies divinity or functions as an
infinite will capable of constructing the divine itself.

4. Autonomous Rationality: By centering the human subject, any
epistemological source external to human cognition is deemed
devoid of intrinsic value or legitimacy.

5. Epistemological and Ethical Idealism: The objective reality of
knowledge and values is subsumed under the subjective experience
of the individual.

6. Erosion of Transcendent Authority: Truth is reduced to the
subjective perception of each individual, particularly given the
cognitive autonomy ascribed to each person.

7. Instrumentalization and Exploitation: Consequent to the tenets of
humanism and the rejection of external authority, humanity is
conceptualized as a self-legislating and self-determining entity,
amenable to no external imposition of laws or norms.

Each of these emergent consequences contributes significantly to the
secularization of scientific disciplines. Foremost among these is the inability
of sciences, under this epistemological regime, to recognize theological or
even metaphysical principles as possessing objective reality. As objective
meaning is stripped from reality, the significance of all phenomena becomes
contingent upon their relation to the subject. This perspective stands in
diametric opposition to the doctrines of divine religions, which posit a
teleologically oriented universe imbued with inherent meaning, guiding
humanity towards a divine ultimate end.

Conclusion

Subjectivism represents the preeminent epistemological foundation of
modern science, exerting a direct and indirect influence on its secularization.
Within the modern intellectual tradition, the nexus between scientific inquiry
and metaphysical or ontological frameworks is systematically ruptured.
Furthermore, the relationship between science and sacred ethics is
repudiated, with divine ethics being rendered commensurate with subjective
and material ethical systems. Consequently, religious and ethical truths
forfeit their authority in the eyes of the scientific community. The natural or
human scientist is compelled either to operate under the assumption of
independence from religious and ethical doctrines or to diminish their
perceived validity to the level of other human-generated theories. Both
trajectories have demonstrably occurred within the process of secularizing
contemporary sciences.
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