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The present article examines the ontological metaphors of the word
"Bayt" in the Quran based on the theory of conceptual metaphor.
This descriptive-analytical research tries to measure the
effectiveness of this theory based on Quranic data; Does metaphor
have an effective presence as a cognitive process to express the
abstract and non-sensual meanings of the Qur'an? In this way, after
collecting data using the Quranic software and the website of the
Islamic Encyclopedia and using the interpretations of Tasnim, Al-
Mizan, Noor and Sample and considering the contemporary point
of view of metaphor (Likaf and Johnson, 1980). and Jackal's (2002)
metaphorical principles, data analysis was done. In the obtained
evidence, the word "Bayt" and its accessories (door, roof, column,
pavilion, bed, road, etc.) and its close words (dwelling,
manzil, ma'wa, dar, mashalt, magam, etc.) expresses the concept of
the position (physical and spiritual) of the subject; In this format,
concepts such as entering, exiting, moving, migrating, paying
attention, approaching, approaching, etc. Words such as "sign",
"Ayeh", "means" are better understood in the verses of the Holy
Quran. Therefore, helping to understand the Word of Revelation
more fully and receiving Quranic guidance is one of the practical
applications of this research. The findings of this research provide a
new horizon for the audience to gain a better understanding of the
verses.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Conceptual metaphors, as cognitive mechanisms, serve as efficient tools for
representing and explaining abstract concepts in religious texts. The Holy
Quran, with its rich imagery and semantic depth, provides a suitable ground
for re-examining these mechanisms. Although the word "home" (Bayf) in the
Quran is primarily used to mean a physical dwelling or residence, Quranic
evidence and commentaries indicate that this word carries ontological and
guiding layers of meaning beyond material referents, serving a symbolic role
as a "locus" (jaygah). This locus is formed over time through an individual's
orientation of attention and heart-felt familiarity, creating behavioral and
identity affinity and similarity among its inhabitants. Following data
collection using Quranic software and an Islamic encyclopedia website, and
utilizing the Tasnim, Al-Mizan, Noor, and Nemuneh commentaries, data
analysis was conducted based on the contemporary view of metaphor
(Lakoff & Johnson, 1980) and Jikel's (2002) principles of cognitive
metaphor. The aim was to demonstrate whether and how metaphor, as a
cognitive process, plays an effective role in expressing the abstract and non-
sensory meanings of the Quran.

Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical. Data were gathered by searching for
and extracting instances of the word "Bayt" and its related or cognate words
(such as maskan, manzil, ma'wa, dar, magam, mustagarr) using Quranic
software and an Islamic encyclopedia website. The authoritative
commentaries A/-Mizan, Tasnim, Noor,  and Nemuneh were used for
contextual explanation and interpretation of the verses' meanings. The
analytical process involved: (1) identifying the structural components of
"Bayt" (e.g., door, roof, pillar, throne, path), (2) determining corresponding
behavioral and conceptual patterns (e.g., entering, exiting, moving,
migrating, drawing near, paying attention, becoming familiar), and (3)
representing the lexical network surrounding "Bayt"
(e.g., sirat, sabil, hijrah, wilayah) within the theoretical framework of
conceptual metaphor. The objective of this method was to reveal how
linguistic instances are transformed into cognitive-ontological structures and
to examine the efficacy of conceptual metaphor theory in understanding the
abstract meanings of the Quran.

Result

The findings of this research indicate that in the examined verses, the term
"home" and its associated lexical network—such as "door," "roof," "pillar,"
"porch," "bed," and "path"—as well as near-synonyms of "dwelling" like
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"abode," "homeland," "abode," "station," and "shelter," function as an
ontological metaphorical network. This network renders the abstract and
intangible concepts of the Quran comprehensible through spatial and
situational representations. In other words, immaterial meanings related to
"the spiritual and proximity status of the audience relative to revelation,"
"permanence or transience," and "the receiving entity" are reflected through
spatial imagery. Consequently, the domain of physical experience—
including place, movement, entrance/exit, boundary, and covering—forms a
cognitive map for understanding abstract concepts.

At a more detailed level, specific metaphorical patterns can be identified:
"entrance/exit" and '"nearness/distance" serve as metaphors for
"acceptance/rejection of revelation" or "closeness/distance from the Divine";
"standing/station" and "dwelling" symbolize epistemic stability or the
semantic position of the individual and society in response to the divine
message; structural elements of a home (roof, pillar, door) are employed as
symbols for protection, framing, and delineating meaning; and movements
and paths (way, migration, displacement) metaphorically represent
cognitive-ethical processes such as transformation, path selection, and
transition from ignorance to guidance.

A comparative analysis of Quranic examples reveals that these
ontological metaphors are not merely rhetorical embellishments but active
cognitive tools: they organize the internal structure of Quranic concepts and
enable the transmission of complex abstract meanings through the language
of sensory and spatial experiences. Thus, the prominent presence of spatial
metaphors in the studied verses supports the proposition that the
metaphorical process is one of the fundamental rational-cognitive
mechanisms for expressing non-sensory meanings in the Quran.

Conclusion

The analysis shows that the word "Bayf' in the Quran plays a central
metaphorical role as a "locus." This locus not only represents the physical
boundaries of a structure but also encompasses the spiritual and social
stations, realms, and statuses of human life—from faith and spirituality to
economy, health, reputation, relationships, and power. Through heart-felt
familiarity and the individual's orientation of attention over time, it functions
as an identity-forming and affinity-creating space among its inhabitants.
Accordingly, growth and excellence in any dimension of human life
necessitates "moving towards" the semantic home of that dimension and
assuming the role of its inhabitant; that is, changing the direction of
attention, connecting with a set of habits and values, and adopting behaviors
appropriate to that station. Furthermore, the metaphorical use of "Bayt" in
the Quran is read within the context of a network of related words—such as



door, roof, path, way, migration, guardianship—and a metaphorical
understanding of this network can both deepen the interpretation and
contemplation of the verses and clarify the connection between meaning and
daily practice for the audience. In this way, this metaphorical understanding
provides a practical roadmap for a Quranic lifestyle, guiding the seeker of
progress towards attaining "higher homes" on the path to worldly and
otherworldly felicity. On a broader level, promoting and expanding this
conceptual framework can facilitate personal growth, the spread of a lifestyle
aligned with Quranic teachings, and ultimately, the reproduction of
civilizational patterns based on the Quran. It is suggested that future research
comparatively examine the metaphorical network of "Bayt" in other religious
and cultural texts and measure the behavioral-social effects of adopting this
metaphorical framework using empirical and field methods.
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