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Today, with the emergence, openness, and expanding development
of cyberspace as the lifeworld and the second domain of
contemporary human life, as well as the main source of their
awareness and knowledge, examining the various dimensions and
aspects of this realm—especially its relationship to epistemology—
from a philosophical perspective appears necessary and inevitable.
In this regard, the present study, while addressing the nature,
existence, and components of cyberspace, seeks to present an
analysis of the relationship between this space and the concept of
knowledge through an analytical-rational method. This research
attempts to demonstrate the following points: 1. in the current state
of science and technology, and based on realist philosophical
foundations, the conception of cyberspace as a cognitive (mindful)
subject is excluded. 2. Cyberspace and the Internet are objects of
knowledge — that is, the acquired and representational knowables
— for contemporary humans. They serve as sources of information
and awareness, functioning as tools that enhance the cognitive
capacities of human beings. 3. Cyberspace and its contents cannot
be considered or explained as a form of knowledge or cognition in
themselves, since this domain is not mindful and thus possesses no
knowledge or cognition within or from itself. 4. Whether
considered a non-epistemic or epistemic agent, cyberspace exerts
significant constructive and destructive influences on humans'
posterior knowledge.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

With the emergence and ongoing development of cyberspace, this domain
has gradually become a second lifeworld for contemporary human beings
and one of the most significant arenas of their presence, action, and
awareness. Cyberspace is not merely a tool or a neutral medium for data
transmission; rather, it constitutes an emergent realm that has fundamentally
transformed how we live, communicate, understand the world, and even how
we conceive of ourselves. Therefore, examining the various dimensions of
this space —particularly its relationship with perception and knowledge—
appears to be both a philosophical necessity and an essential task.

The central issue of the present study concerns the nature of the
relationship between cyberspace and human knowledge, exploring how this
relationship can be understood within the framework of epistemology. More
specifically, can cyberspace be regarded as a subject -meaning a minded or
conscious agent? Or should it be viewed merely as an object for human
beings? Additionally, can cyberspace, or its contents, be considered a
knowledge itself? Lastly, does cyberspace function as a significant factor in
human processes of knowledge? Addressing these questions requires a
philosophical and secondary approach that goes beyond purely technical or
sociological analyses and instead undertakes a conceptual and
epistemological examination of cyberspace. Thus, achieving a deep
understanding of cyberspace, engaging with it rationally, and, in particular,
governing and managing it effectively necessitates initially philosophical
clarification of its essence, mode of being, defining features, and its
relationship to human knowledge.

Research Method

The present study is framed within philosophy of (philosophy of cyberspace)
approach, and employs an analytic—rational method. The research method
involves conceptual analysis, philosophical argumentation, and an
examination of the epistemological foundations of cyberspace; it does not
rely on empirical, statistical, or survey-based methodologies.

Findings

Cyberspace is an emergent concept that combines “space” and
“cybernetics”. It refers to a domain of online and offline computer-mediated
actions and communications among humans and objects. This space has
emerged from both philosophical developments in the concept of space and
advancements in digital technology. Therefore, cyberspace is neither merely
imaginary nor illusory; rather, it possesses a certain level of reality —a non-
physical yet real mode of existence that some Western philosophers refer to
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as digital reality. As a novel lifeworld for contemporary humanity,
cyberspace is characterized by features such as digitality, having a virtual
memory and storage, networked and interactive structures, multimediality,
fluidity, hypertextuality, globality, and temporal flexibility. These
characteristics fundamentally distinguish it from the physical world.

From an epistemological perspective, cyberspace is neither a subject nor
a knowledge itself. Nevertheless, it functions as an object and serves as a
vital source for accessing information. Acting as an extension of human
senses, mind, and memory, cyberspace influences the ways knowledge is
acquired. This influence primarily concerns a posteriori knowledge and may
create new epistemic capacities for human beings. However, if left
unregulated, it can also lead to serious epistemological harms.

Conclusion

1. Cyberspace, as the lifeworld of modern human beings, has profoundly
influenced their understanding and perception of identity, selthood, and
the material physical world, which in turn forms the foundation of
cyberspace or the digital world. It seems to have generated a novel mode
of perception and knowledge and even a new epistemic framework for
contemporary humanity.

2. Cyberspace, along with the current computers and intelligent machines
that comprise its physical and hardware layers, is not a subject —neither
self-aware nor other-aware— given the present state of science and
technology and based on realistic philosophical foundations. Although
they are often described as “intelligent”, they lack true mind and
perception, and cannot generate knowledge independently of human
beings. However, the potential for achieving strong artificial intelligence
(i.e., genuinely conscious artificial machines, as opposed to mere
powerful processors) and machine-mindedness should remain a
possibility, as judgments in this regard depend on future advancements in
science and technology.

3. Cyberspace and its entities are objects object for human beings. Today,
cyberspace and its contents are readily accessible to us; we interact with
them and become increasingly engaged. Thus, cyberspace and its content
are knowable, and the prospect of acquiring knowledge about them is
undeniable.

4. The term knowledge cannot be properly ascribed to the content of
cyberspace itself, because knowledge —according to many Muslim
philosophers— represents an accident and a quality of the mind that
resides in an immaterial soul. Since cyberspace lacks mindedness, it does
not possess knowledge inherently. However, if advanced computers and
intelligent machines were to acquire true minds in the strictest sense in



the future, their content could then plausibly be discussed and analyzed as
a form of knowledge (both acquired and presential).

. In terms of the value of knowledge (truth), the propositions or beliefs
found in cyberspace can be described as either true or false, with true
defined as correspondence to objective reality. However, alternative
theories of truth —such as coherence, collective consensus, and general
acceptability (among websites, users, and communities)— are also
widely acknowledged today and, in practice, enjoy far greater support.

. Regarding the structure of knowledge (justification), if the propositions or
beliefs found in cyberspace ultimately end to self-evident truths, they can
be regarded as justified, aligning with foundationalism. Yet, within
cyberspace, other theories of justification, such as coherentism, public
credibility and trustworthiness, and testimony (of websites, users, and
communities), are also widely endorsed and, indeed, appear to be far
more commonly practiced.

. Whether cyberspace is considered as a non-epistemic or epistemic factor,
it seems to haven’t certain influence on a priori knowledge. However, it
can profoundly affect a posteriori human knowledge in constructive or
destructive manners. In the latter case, one could speak of knowledge that
has been undermined or distorted by cyberspace — we term cyber-
distorted knowledge.
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