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Various perspectives have been proposed regarding the mystery of
the truth and infallibility of primary self-evident principles. The
most recent of these is the theory of referral to presentational
knowledge ('ilm huzuri), whose initial formulation can be
considered one of the innovations of Ayatollah Muhammad Taqi
Misbah Yazdi. According to this theory, the infallibility of primary
self-evident principles is rooted in the infallibility of presentational
knowledge, meaning that their correspondence with reality is
apprehended through presentational knowledge. In the present
article, through a precise analysis of the content and referent
(mahki) of primary self-evident principles, 1 will offer a new
formulation of this theory and defend its core principle against its
most significant rival theory (the intrinsic nature of assent to
primary propositions). The research findings indicate that the
general framework of the theory of referral to presentational
knowledge is not only entirely correct and robust, but without
resorting to it, the mystery of the truth and infallibility of primary
self-evident principles would not be revealed.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Primary propositions or first principles (such as the principle of causation
and the principle of the impossibility of contradiction) are recognized by
Muslim thinkers as the essential and undisputed foundations of all acquired
knowledge (al-'ulum al-husuli). The main problem is explaining the criterion
of truth and infallibility of these propositions. For, although primary
propositions are a form of acquired knowledge (mental forms), they are
always true and correspond to reality, with no possibility of error. There are
two major views in response to this problem:

1. The Theory of Self-Evidence (The Prominent Theory): The truth of
primary propositions is intrinsic; merely conceiving the subject, the
predicate, and the relationship between them is sufficient for assent to
proposition.

2. The Theory of Referral to Presentational Knowledge (proposed by
Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi): To explain the certain truth of primary
propositions, one must refer to presentational knowledge ('ilm huzuri)
— immediate and infallible knowledge.

This article, by critiquing previous formulations, seeks to present a new
account of the theory of referral to presentational knowledge, focusing
primarily on a different analysis of the referent (mahki)of primary
propositions as a conceptual relationship.

Methods

This research proceeds with an analytical-critical approach. The research

process has been followed step-by-step and systematically as follows:

1. First, the Theory of Self-Evidence, as the historical and prominent theory
in explaining the truth of primary propositions, is briefly outlined and
then critiqued. The central flaw is that this theory remains silent in
answering this fundamental question: how, from within the closed cycle
of acquired perceptions, can one ascertain the certain correspondence of
one of them (i.e., primary propositions) with reality?

2. To establish a common language and premises for discussion, key
concepts such as presentational knowledge versus acquired knowledge, as
well as types of self-evident propositions, especially the distinction
between primary propositions and experiential propositions (wijdaniyyat—
requiring presentational knowledge), are clearly defined and
differentiated.

3. The rival theory, 1i.e.,the Theory of Referral to Presentational
Knowledge, is examined within the framework of three structured
questions: the reason for resortingto presentational knowledge
(Why?), the nature of this referral (What?), and the mechanism of its
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realization (How?).

The methodological core of this article is focusing on analyzing
the meaning and referent (mahki) of primary propositions. By presenting
arguments the central hypothesis is proven: the referent of primary
propositions is a purely conceptual and mental relationship between the
subject and predicate, not an objective external relationship.

In the final step, by accepting the above analysis as a basis, the precise
meaning of referral and how it is operationalized is redefined in a way
that answers the three strategic questions and resolves the objections
raised against previous formulations.

Results

l.

The Theory of Self-Evidence is Incomplete. This theory only points to

the "sufficiency of conceiving the components for assent," but does not

explain why this conception is sufficient and how correspondence with
reality is discovered.

Since every instance of acquired knowledge (even primary propositions)

is inherently indifferent (la-igtiza) to correspondence and non-

correspondence, to explain its certain correspondence we need another
factor that is inherently impossible to eror (mumtani' al-khata); and that is
only presentational knowledge.

The Referent of Primary Propositions is a Conceptual Relationship:

o Primary  propositions are analyticand report  a conceptual
unity between the subject and predicate (in the form of identity,
partiality, or necessary concomitance/luzum bayyin).

o These propositions express a relationship between concepts, not a
relationship between objective external realities. Although, following
this conceptual unity, they can also be applied to external instances,
this applicability is not part of their intrinsic meaning.

o The exhaustive division of propositions, the sufficiency of conceiving
the subject and predicate of primary propositions for assenting to
them, and the independence of the truth of primary propositions from
external existence, all support that the referent of primary propositions
is a mental and conceptual matter.

The Meaning and Manner of Referral:

o Referring primary propositions to presentational knowledge means
that the correspondence of the primary proposition with its referent
(i.e., that same conceptual relationship) is apprehended through
presentational knowledge.

o Mechanism of Referral:

a. The reporter (haki) (the primary proposition itself) as a mental
entity, is a presentationally known object (malum huzuri).



b. The referent (mahki) (the conceptual relationship between subject
and predicate), since it is present in the mind, i1s also a
presentationally known object.

c. With presentational knowledge of both the reporter and the referent,
the relationship of correspondence between these two (i.e.,
the truth of the proposition) is also apprehended in a presentational
and certain manner. This is the secret of the infallibility of primary
propositions.

Conclusion

The account presented in this article shows that the Theory of Referral to
Presentational Knowledge, by analyzing the referent of primary propositions
as a conceptual relationship, provides a solid framework for explaining the
mystery of the necessary truth and infallibility of first principles. This
account remedies the deficiency of the Theory of Self-Evidence (failure to
explain why conception is sufficient) as well as the deficiencies of some
other formulations of the referral theory. An important consequence of this
analysis is opening a way out of the closed circle of the mind (acquired
knowledge) and confronting skepticism, because it shows how the
correspondence of a mental form with reality can itself be verified in a
presentational and certain manner. Furthermore, this view draws a clear
distinction and similarity between the self-evidence of primary
propositions (with a conceptual, presentational referent) and experiential
propositions (with an objective, presentational referent).
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