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The present article reviews and examines Professor Ali Akbar
Rashad's "Theory of Ibtna." This theory explains the process of
formation and development of religious knowledge as a result of
the continuous and dialectical influence and interaction of the "five
principles" (source, epistemology, religion, subject, and audience).
The most important strength of the theory is its comprehensiveness
and systemic approach in covering all areas of religious knowledge,
which operates beyond the traditional scope of the science of
principles. However, there are about fifteen objections and
ambiguities in the theory, including substantive ambiguity and the
confusion between the fields of description and prescription; the
theory fluctuates between the "philosophy of religious knowledge"
(describing how understanding is formed) and the "logic of
understanding religion" (providing a valid method of discovery),
and as a result, it does not provide a clear criterion for establishing
the authenticity of religious knowledge. Also, the types of the five
principles of religious knowledge are themselves of the type of
religious knowledge; Finally, suggestions have been made to
complete and refine the theory, the most important of which is the
precise separation of the two areas of description and prescription.
It seems that separating the theory into two separate levels, in such
a way that the first level deals with the analytical description of the
process of formation of religious knowledge and the second level,
extracts normative criteria and criteria for the authenticity of the
correct discovery of religious knowledge, provides more
possibilities for this theory to transform from a detailed report into
an efficient methodological device.
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Extended Abstract
Intruduction
In the contemporary world, new questions and the expansion of the fields of
religious knowledge have challenged the effectiveness of the traditional
methodology for understanding religion. The theory of “Ibtna’” proposed by
Professor Ali Akbar Rashad is an attempt to respond to this need and provide
a comprehensive methodological system for exploring religious propositions
and teachings. The theory of Ibtna’, as the basis of the “logic of
understanding religion,” claims to explain the process and mechanism of the
formation of religious knowledge. According to this theory, religious
knowledge is not a simple product, but rather the result of the continuous
and dialectical influence and interaction of the “Fifth Principles.” This article
highlights the need to criticize and examine it by understanding the strategic
importance of this theory in the transition from epistemic passivity and the
production of Islamic humanities. The main purpose of the present study is
to evaluate the claim that whether the theory of abtna, considering its
structure and foundations, has been able to become an efficient and coherent
"logic of understanding religion" or has it remained at the level of a
"descriptive philosophy of religious knowledge"?

Study method

This study was conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach and with a
critical orientation. The method of collecting information was library and
documentary, during which the authors analyzed the pillars of the theory by
directly referring to the theorist's main works (especially the books "Theory
of abtna" and "Logic of Understanding Religion") and also reviewing the
minutes of the theory's criticism meetings. In this study, first the four
principles of the theory (process of knowledge formation, knowledge's
reliance on principles, message-based religion, and construction of
discovery) are explained, and then by reconstructing the logical structure of
the criticisms, the degree of success of the theory in providing normative
criteria for establishing the authenticity of religious knowledge is assessed.

Findings
The findings of this research can be categorized into two parts: “Explanation
of the structure of the theory” and “Critical evaluation”:

A) Structure and strengths of the theory: The theory of origination
believes that religious knowledge is formed in a complex process and is
influenced by five categories of principles: inferential principles, theological
principles, epistemological principles, subject-oriented principles, and
audience-oriented principles. These principles produce and correct religious
knowledge in a “dialectical-dynamic” interaction and in a synergistic (spiral
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and progressive) manner. The most important strength of this theory is its
comprehensiveness and systemic approach that covers all aspects involved in
understanding religion and operates beyond the traditional scope of the
science of principles. Also, paying attention to the division of the factors
involved into “truly involved” (valid) and ‘“unjustly involved” (invalid)
creates a good capacity for refining religious knowledge.

B) Pathology and Criticisms: Despite its strengths, analyses show that the
theory faces fundamental challenges, including: 1. Substantive ambiguity
(confusion between description and prescription): The main criticism leveled
at the theory is the confusion of the field of “philosophy of religious
knowledge” (describing how understanding is formed as an actualization)
with the “logic of understanding religion” (providing a valid method of
discovery as an ought). The theory explains well how religious knowledge is
formed in the context of history and the mind of the interpreter (descriptive
approach), but it is silent or vague in providing grammatical rules and
specific criteria for how the interpreter “should” act in order for his
understanding to be valid. 2. Lack of a criterion for distinction: Although the
theory speaks of the need to distinguish between “truly involved” and
“unjustly involved” factors, it does not provide a clear criterion for this
distinction. It is not clear by what yardstick one can distinguish which
mental presupposition of the interpreter has had a proper interference and
which one has had an improper interference. Without this criterion, the
theory remains sterile at its most sensitive point (validity assessment). 3.
Ambiguity in methodology: In the structure of the theory, the position of
general methodological principles, rules of inference, and operational
processes of extracting a verdict is not clear. The theory mainly deals with
“principles,” but does not show how these principles are transformed into
“rules.” 4. Tautology (identity) and distance: Some of the five principles
(such as theological principles) are themselves of the type of religious
knowledge. To say that “religious knowledge is based on theological
principles” actually means that religious knowledge is based on religious
knowledge, which is considered a kind of object-on-itself or tautology.

Conclusion

The present article concludes that the “theory of derivation™ in its current
state is a precise and comprehensive “philosophy of religious knowledge”
rather than a “logic of understanding religion.” This theory has been very
successful in analytically describing the process of knowledge formation and
showing the complexities involved in understanding religion, but it has not
yet been able to extract from these descriptions a normative methodological
system for inferring a ruling. To overcome this challenge and elevate the
theory to the level of an efficient logic, it is suggested that a precise



distinction be made between two areas: The first area (descriptive):
explaining how knowledge is formed and the interaction of principles (as an
additional philosophy). The second area (normative/prescriptive): extracting
criteria, standards, and rules that show how the interpreter should manage
these principles in order to achieve the correct discovery. Only by going
beyond mere description and formulating clear criteria for “providing
authenticity” and separating the whole from the incomplete can the theory of
inference realize its claim to provide a logic for the discovery of religion and
a transformation in the methodology of Islamic sciences.
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