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In the contemporary era, one of the perspectives that has gained
prominence in the philosophy of mind is property dualism.
Property dualism is the view according to which there are not
two kinds of substance but two kinds of property, and these two
categories of property arise from a physical substance. In this
paper, through a philosophical analysis conducted on the concept
of extension, it is shown that proponents of property dualism
cannot simultaneously hold that the physical substance is the
cause of non-physical properties and that the physical substance
is the subject and locus of properties. This argument is based on
the analysis of spatial and temporal extension, as well as the
distinction between an entity that is located in space and an
entity to which space is attributed. Therefore, they must either
adopt substance dualism and abandon substance monism, or
attribute a physical aspect to properties such as consciousness
and no longer consider their kind as distinct from the base
level—which would contradict rational evidence and human
intuitive understanding.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In contemporary philosophy of mind, property dualism holds that there are
two irreducible kinds of properties (physical and non-physical) inhering in a
single physical substance, rejecting substance dualism. This paper, through
an analytical-philosophical investigation of spatial and temporal extension,
argues that property dualism logically entails substance dualism. The central
question: if a physical substance is the subject of both physical and non-
physical properties, can the latter escape the spatiotemporal extension
inherent to the substance? The novelty lies in examining the problem via
“extension” and distinguishing genuinely extended, divisible entities from
those only metaphorically attributed space or time.

Methods

The study analyzes the concept of extension (infinite divisibility). Extension
has two types: stable (spatial: line, surface, volume) whose hypothetical
parts coexist, and unstable (time) whose parts cannot coexist. Space and time
are accidents of material entities. A key distinction is drawn between real
extension (entailing actual division and loss of identity) and virtual extension
(e.g., mental images, pain), which lack actual divisibility despite being
metaphorically attributed spatiotemporal predicates. The paper then applies
this distinction to property dualism’s claim that a single physical substance
bears both extended (physical) and abstract, unextended (mental) properties.

Results

Non-physical properties either have ontological duality with their substrate
or not. If not, the same entity cannot be both extended physical and
unextended non-physical (contradiction). If duality exists, either both are
substances, both properties, or one substance and one property. Property
dualism leaves only the case: physical substance + non-physical property.
The non-physical property requires a substrate. If the only substance is
physical, every property must belong to it. How does this property belong to
this extended substance rather than another ?

If answered by physical proximity/distance, the property becomes
physical

If answered by the material substance being the cause, there is no affinity
between extended and unextended; how can something through which time
passes cause something atemporal?

Property dualists claim the substrate of all properties is the physical
substance with spatiotemporal extension. Every property occurring in such a
substrate must have a spatiotemporal relation to it, be assignable to a specific
part/segment of the extension, or at least have a definite location/time. Non-
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material properties are assumed abstract and unextended. Hence, if only one
extended physical substance exists, one cannot posit an unextended non-
material property inhering in it; because any property inhering in an
extended substance accepts space and time and becomes extended,
contradicting “abstract”.

The paper further argues that a physical substance cannot be the cause of
non-physical properties due to temporal extension. A physical agent is
constantly changing, spread across time; no moment of it is stable. How can
a continually perishing entity cause an atemporal, stable property? Likewise,
a physical substance cannot be the locus of non-physical properties because
of spatial extension. If the agent is spatially extended, any property inhering
in it must be located in a specific part (e.g., right or left). But consciousness
and pain are experienced as unitary, not divided across spatial parts. The
same applies to time: if the agent 1s temporally extended, it is not present to
itself as a unity, yet conscious awareness of an atemporal property requires a
stable, non-extended subject. Therefore, the claim that a single physical
substance simultaneously bears extended (physical) and abstract (mental)
properties is impossible.

Conclusion

Consequently, property dualists must either adopt substance dualism
(abandoning substance monism) or regard mental properties as physical,
which contradicts rational evidence and intuitive understanding. The analysis
of spatial and temporal extension shows that physical substance cannot be
the cause or locus of non-physical, unextended properties. Thus, property
dualism inevitably collapses into substance dualism.
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