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Extended Abstract

Introduction

There is little doubt that the reconstruction of religious thought in the light of
rigorous academic disciplines constitutes an indispensable requirement of
contemporary religious scholarship. Such an endeavor promotes a systematic
and methodologically grounded reflection on religious texts, especially the
sacred texts of Islam, and consequently facilitates a more profound
understanding of them. Cognitive linguistics, with its extensive explanatory
power and analytical potential, stands among the most significant of these
disciplines. By providing a framework for the careful examination of the
expressions, conceptual structures, and meanings embedded in these
valuable texts, it enables researchers to access the deeper layers of their
teachings and to uncover the subtle insights and nuances concealed within
them. Conceptual metaphor—one of the most significant and widely
applicable constructs within cognitive semantics—plays a pivotal role in the
interpretation and comprehension of textual language, particularly that of the
sacred texts of Islam. The metaphorical language employed in these texts
provides a fertile framework for structuring the experiential world of their
audience and for establishing meaningful correspondences between such
experiences and diverse material and spiritual domains. Through these
conceptual mappings, recipients are enabled to apprehend the abstract truths
and transcendent concepts conveyed in the Islamic sacred texts. According
to Conceptual Metaphor Theory, metaphor is defined as “understanding one
conceptual domain in terms of another conceptual domain.” Every
conceptual metaphor consists of three fundamental components: the source
domain, the target domain, and the mapping from the source domain onto
the target domain. The conceptual domain through which another conceptual
domain is understood is referred to as the source domain, whereas the
conceptual domain that is understood in this manner is termed the target
domain. The comprehension and experience of the target domain are
structured on the basis of the source domain through a process known as
mapping. Mapping refers to the systematic correspondences that exist
between the two domains and constitutes one of the central concepts of
Conceptual Metaphor Theory.

Research methods and questions

Employing a descriptive—analytical method, qualitative content analysis, and
a cognitive-semantic approach grounded in Lakoff and Johnson’s
Conceptual Metaphor Theory, the present study explores the objectification
of dunyd in Nahj al-Balaghah and seeks to answer two principal questions:
(1) What objects are invoked by Imam ‘Al (peace be upon him) in the
conceptualization of the world? (2) In what ways does objectification
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facilitate the epistemological understanding of the concept of the world in
the discourse of Nahj al-Baldaghah?

Results

The findings of the study revealed that, in Nahj al-Balaghah, Imam Ali
(Peace be upon him) conceptualizes the notion of the world (dunya) through
a set of conceptual metaphors grounded in the source domain of object,
including: a door-bearing object, a luminous object, an object capable of
expansion and contraction, an eclipsed sun, a lightning-filled cloud without
rain, a shadow, and a commodity. Analysis of these conceptualizations
indicates that limitation, instability, mutability, and perishability constitute
the principal cognitive mappings projected from the source domain onto the
target domain of dunya. This finding suggests that the conceptual structure
of the worldly life in Nahj al-Balaghah is constructed not upon permanence
or intrinsic authenticity, but rather upon instability, transience, and
contingency.

The findings of the study also corroborate one of the fundamental
principles of Cognitive Linguistics, namely that the conceptual structure of a
phenomenon determines both its linguistic representation and the manner in
which it is perceived and understood by human beings. From this
perspective, the object-based metaphors employed in Nahj al-Balagha are
not merely literary or rhetorical devices; rather, they function as cognitive
mechanisms for organizing experience, conveying meaning, and guiding the
audience’s interpretation. By transforming the abstract concept of the world
into concrete and experiential realities, these metaphors move the audience
from the realm of abstract contemplation to that of sensory perception and
direct cognition. In doing so, they facilitate a deeper and more profound
understanding of the true nature of the world.

From an epistemological perspective, the findings of the study indicate
that the function of these metaphors extends beyond merely conveying
certain attributes of dunya; rather, they are intended to generate a
multidimensional understanding of its nature. By establishing cognitive
correspondences between the source and target domains, Imam Ali (Peace be
upon him) unveils the hidden layers of worldly reality. For instance, the
metaphor of dunya as a door-bearing object not only expresses the
existential limitations inherent in the worldly realm but also alludes to the
temporal, spatial, interactive, and cognitive constraints that characterize
human existence. In doing so, it underscores the notion that human
understanding of the world is invariably partial and bounded. Likewise,
expressions such as “lifting the veil of the world” and “revealing its defects”
emphasize the necessity of moving beyond appearances, cultivating insight
(basirah), recognizing the role of individual agency in the process of



knowing, and appreciating the significance of self-knowledge alongside
knowledge of the world. These conceptualizations collectively portray
cognition not as a passive reception of reality, but as an active process of
discovery, discernment, and existential awareness.

Conclusion

The findings revealed that the object-based metaphors employed in Nahj al-
Balaghah perform both guiding and value-formative functions, exerting a
direct influence on individuals’ systems of valuation and judgment. These
metaphors not only elucidate the nature of dunya but also play a pivotal role
in reshaping human perspectives, deepening understanding, reconstructing
value systems, and directing individuals toward a meaningful, purpose-
driven, and perfection-oriented mode of existence.
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