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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The widespread and polysemous use of the term "cyberspace" in recent
decades has led to conceptual inflation and increased ambiguity in its
definition. This research aims to redefine the meaning of the element "space"
in this term, based on Strate's three-level semantic model, by analyzing the
conceptual block at the first-order level, and in doing so, it employs the
mind-body metaphor, with physical cyberspace as the "body" and conceptual
cyberspace as the collective mind; a mind that contains the senses,
knowledge, perception, and abstract structures produced in the minds of
users. The necessity of addressing this issue is vital from several aspects.
First, the conceptual ambiguity of cyberspace is not merely a theoretical
difficulty, but has objective consequences in policymaking, law, security,
and education. Second, the accelerating growth of convergent technologies
(artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things, virtual reality) has doubled the
need to redefine fundamental concepts.

Method

The method of this study is descriptive-analytical with a critical orientation,
and the data collection method is library-based and documentary. First, I
have reviewed the semantic and conceptual building blocks in existing
theories, and then, with regard to the mind-body metaphor, I have redefined
key concepts in the literature in a new form.

Findings

The specialized literature on the subject shows that the conceptual block
itself is divided into three subcategories: 1) logical space, 2) border space,
and 3) fluid space. Through logical analysis and philosophical interpretation
of experts' viewpoints, and by comparing the American and Chinese models,
a framework is presented for redefining conceptual cyberspace to understand
the heterogeneity of cyberspaces, which, instead of reducing it to a single
concept, proposes semantic plurality. This semantic model can contribute to
greater clarity in theoretical discussions and policymaking in the field of
cyberspace. This literature review on the meanings of space in the term
cyberspace began with the argument that cyberspace is heterogeneous and
plural, and is better understood as cyberspaces. The fact that electronic and
computing technologies present us with a space that is not one space
challenges our customary assumptions about the phenomenon of space;
nevertheless, those assumptions remain embedded in our language and
culture. Cyberspace allows us to look at and deconstruct our spatial
presuppositions. It also offers new perspectives for understanding our
experiences of space in everyday life and in human use of technologies.
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From the metaphor of fluid architecture in cyberspace, we understand that
this is clearly an immaterial architecture. This architecture is no longer
confined to space, form, light, and all aspects of the real world. This
architecture 1s the changing relationships among abstract elements.

Conclusion

Ultimately, through the semantic analysis of the conceptual block in
cyberspace, as a collective mind, we can better understand the heterogeneous
and plural nature of all forms of space. For this reason, if there is no other
reason, the plurality of cyberspaces is not a conceptual weakness, but rather
a testament to the importance of this term. Cyberspace is everywhere, in this
case because it is related to and communicates with all types and concepts of
space, because it informs and connects with every type of "where." The
building blocks of physical, perceptual, and conceptual space together shape
our spatial sense in everyday life. This sense of space is mediated through
our physical environment, our senses, and language. When a new medium is
introduced, it adds something to our physical environment, changes how we
use our senses, and also changes our use of language and other sign systems;
the combination and integration of these elements creates a new type of
space, a "second-order space" in Strate's semantic model.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

There is little doubt that the reconstruction of religious thought in the light of
rigorous academic disciplines constitutes an indispensable requirement of
contemporary religious scholarship. Such an endeavor promotes a systematic
and methodologically grounded reflection on religious texts, especially the
sacred texts of Islam, and consequently facilitates a more profound
understanding of them. Cognitive linguistics, with its extensive explanatory
power and analytical potential, stands among the most significant of these
disciplines. By providing a framework for the careful examination of the
expressions, conceptual structures, and meanings embedded in these
valuable texts, it enables researchers to access the deeper layers of their
teachings and to uncover the subtle insights and nuances concealed within
them. Conceptual metaphor—one of the most significant and widely
applicable constructs within cognitive semantics—plays a pivotal role in the
interpretation and comprehension of textual language, particularly that of the
sacred texts of Islam. The metaphorical language employed in these texts
provides a fertile framework for structuring the experiential world of their
audience and for establishing meaningful correspondences between such
experiences and diverse material and spiritual domains. Through these
conceptual mappings, recipients are enabled to apprehend the abstract truths
and transcendent concepts conveyed in the Islamic sacred texts. According
to Conceptual Metaphor Theory, metaphor is defined as “understanding one
conceptual domain in terms of another conceptual domain.” Every
conceptual metaphor consists of three fundamental components: the source
domain, the target domain, and the mapping from the source domain onto
the target domain. The conceptual domain through which another conceptual
domain is understood is referred to as the source domain, whereas the
conceptual domain that is understood in this manner is termed the target
domain. The comprehension and experience of the target domain are
structured on the basis of the source domain through a process known as
mapping. Mapping refers to the systematic correspondences that exist
between the two domains and constitutes one of the central concepts of
Conceptual Metaphor Theory.

Research methods and questions

Employing a descriptive—analytical method, qualitative content analysis, and
a cognitive-semantic approach grounded in Lakoff and Johnson’s
Conceptual Metaphor Theory, the present study explores the objectification
of dunyd in Nahj al-Balaghah and seeks to answer two principal questions:
(1) What objects are invoked by Imam ‘Al (peace be upon him) in the
conceptualization of the world? (2) In what ways does objectification
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facilitate the epistemological understanding of the concept of the world in
the discourse of Nahj al-Baldaghah?

Results

The findings of the study revealed that, in Nahj al-Balaghah, Imam Ali
(Peace be upon him) conceptualizes the notion of the world (dunya) through
a set of conceptual metaphors grounded in the source domain of object,
including: a door-bearing object, a luminous object, an object capable of
expansion and contraction, an eclipsed sun, a lightning-filled cloud without
rain, a shadow, and a commodity. Analysis of these conceptualizations
indicates that limitation, instability, mutability, and perishability constitute
the principal cognitive mappings projected from the source domain onto the
target domain of dunya. This finding suggests that the conceptual structure
of the worldly life in Nahj al-Balaghah is constructed not upon permanence
or intrinsic authenticity, but rather upon instability, transience, and
contingency.

The findings of the study also corroborate one of the fundamental
principles of Cognitive Linguistics, namely that the conceptual structure of a
phenomenon determines both its linguistic representation and the manner in
which it is perceived and understood by human beings. From this
perspective, the object-based metaphors employed in Nahj al-Balagha are
not merely literary or rhetorical devices; rather, they function as cognitive
mechanisms for organizing experience, conveying meaning, and guiding the
audience’s interpretation. By transforming the abstract concept of the world
into concrete and experiential realities, these metaphors move the audience
from the realm of abstract contemplation to that of sensory perception and
direct cognition. In doing so, they facilitate a deeper and more profound
understanding of the true nature of the world.

From an epistemological perspective, the findings of the study indicate
that the function of these metaphors extends beyond merely conveying
certain attributes of dunya; rather, they are intended to generate a
multidimensional understanding of its nature. By establishing cognitive
correspondences between the source and target domains, Imam Ali (Peace be
upon him) unveils the hidden layers of worldly reality. For instance, the
metaphor of dunya as a door-bearing object not only expresses the
existential limitations inherent in the worldly realm but also alludes to the
temporal, spatial, interactive, and cognitive constraints that characterize
human existence. In doing so, it underscores the notion that human
understanding of the world is invariably partial and bounded. Likewise,
expressions such as “lifting the veil of the world” and “revealing its defects”
emphasize the necessity of moving beyond appearances, cultivating insight
(basirah), recognizing the role of individual agency in the process of



