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Contemporary epistemological developments have posed serious
challenges to the criteria for assessing the validity of religious
knowledge, thereby highlighting the need to reconsider the
foundations of truth, value, and epistemic authority of doctrinal
propositions. The central question of this study is how, within such
an intellectual context, the Holy Qur’an can provide a
comprehensive and justified criterion for validating doctrinal
propositions. Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach, this
article argues that addressing this question depends on a coherent
articulation of three fundamental components: the truth-tracking
character of doctrinal propositions, the epistemic value of religious
beliefs, and the logic of justification for doctrinal knowledge. The
findings indicate that the Holy Qur’an, in addition to affirming
epistemic realism and the possibility of knowing reality as it is in
itself, systematically evaluates levels of knowledge and, by guiding
demonstrative reason, offers a foundationalist structure for the
justification of religious knowledge. On this basis, the Qur’an can
provide a rational and coherent framework for defending the
credibility of doctrinal knowledge and present a well-grounded
alternative to both dogmatism and epistemic relativism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Recent epistemological developments have made the validity of religious
knowledge a central issue in Islamic theology. In contemporary discussions,
doctrinal propositions can no longer be defended merely by appealing to
religious attribution or to coherence within a closed system of beliefs.
Relativistic, anti-realist, symbolic, and non-cognitivist approaches challenge
the possibility of truth-bearing religious statements, while rigid dogmatic
approaches often ignore the fallibility of human understanding and the
methodological role of reason. Against this background, the main question
of this article is how the Holy Qur’an can provide a comprehensive and
justified criterion for assessing the validity of doctrinal propositions. The
article argues that this question requires an integrated account of three
dimensions: the truth-tracking character of doctrinal propositions, the
epistemic value of religious beliefs, and the logic of justification for
doctrinal knowledge.

Methods

This study wuses a descriptive-analytical method. It clarifies key
epistemological concepts, including realism, correspondence, epistemic
value, certainty, conjecture, doubt, coherentism, and foundationalism. It then
analyzes Qur’anic doctrinal propositions in light of Islamic theological and
philosophical principles, especially the distinction between reality itself and
human understanding of religion. The article examines internal Qur’anic
evidence, such as the Qur’an’s repeated appeal to reason, reflection,
demonstration, truth, certainty, and rejection of baseless conjecture, together
with external rational considerations, including the rational convention that
informative statements are primarily understood as referring to reality.
Finally, it compares coherentist and foundationalist models of justification to
determine which model is more suitable for validating doctrinal knowledge
within the framework of the Qur’an’s scientific authority.

Results

The findings show, first, that Qur’anic doctrinal propositions are truth-
tracking and cognitively meaningful. The Qur’an speaks about God, divine
attributes, prophecy, the human soul, moral responsibility, resurrection, and
the final end of human life as realities, not merely as symbols, emotions, or
social constructs. Its doctrinal statements are capable of truth and falsity and
are directed toward nafs al-amr, or reality as it is. The use of metaphor,
parable, and figurative language does not negate this cognitive and realist
function; rather, such forms communicate deeper truths. The Qur’an’s
repeated calls to thinking, reasoning, reflection, and demonstration would be
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meaningless if the propositions to which they refer were not knowable and
reality-oriented. Thus, Qur’anic language, especially in the domain of belief,
1s fundamentally cognitive, truth-bearing, and realist.

Second, the study finds that the Qur’an does not treat all forms of belief
as epistemically equal. Its evaluative structure distinguishes between
certainty, conjecture, and doubt. Certainty is presented as the highest and
most stable form of knowledge, while baseless conjecture is rejected as
insufficient for doctrinal belief. Doubt may function as a temporary stage in
inquiry, but it cannot serve as the foundation of religious conviction. This
Qur’anic hierarchy corresponds to the classical Islamic view that valid
knowledge must be connected with reality. Accordingly, the value of
doctrinal propositions depends on their correspondence to reality and their
capacity to disclose truth. The article also argues that the most balanced
position 1is fallibilist realism. This approach avoids two extremes: naive
realism, which treats every human interpretation as identical with religion
itself, and epistemic relativism, which denies reliable access to religious
truth. Fallibilist realism affirms both the reality of religious truths and the
possibility of error in human understanding.

Third, the article shows that the justification of doctrinal propositions
requires more than internal coherence. Although coherence is necessary for a
valid system of beliefs, it is not sufficient as the final criterion of truth.
Different belief systems may be internally coherent while contradicting one
another; therefore, coherence alone cannot decide which system corresponds
to reality. For this reason, the article criticizes coherentism and defends a
reason-guided foundationalism. In this model, non-basic doctrinal
propositions are justified by returning them to self-evident rational principles
and demonstrative reasoning. The Qur’an confirms and guides this rational
structure by inviting human beings to bring proof, reject imitation, avoid
conjecture, and reflect on the signs of God. Once the truth of revelation is
rationally established, Qur’anic authority becomes a decisive criterion for
organizing, correcting, and completing theological knowledge. Thus, reason
and revelation are not rival sources but mutually ordered elements within the
justification of doctrinal knowledge.

Conclusion

The article concludes that the Holy Qur’an provides a coherent framework
for validating doctrinal propositions through the integration of realism,
epistemic evaluation, and rational justification. Its scientific authority in
Islamic theology lies not only in presenting doctrinal content, but also in
establishing the epistemological conditions under which such content can be
understood, evaluated, and defended. By affirming the reality-oriented
nature of doctrinal propositions, ranking levels of knowledge, rejecting



baseless conjecture, and guiding demonstrative reason, the Qur’an offers a
rational alternative to both dogmatism and epistemic relativism. In this
framework, Islamic theology can be regarded as a valid, reasonable, and
truth-oriented discipline, provided that its propositions are interpreted
through sound rational method, reliable textual understanding, and the
Qur’an’s authoritative guidance.
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