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The increasing delegation of cognitive processes to algorithmic
systems raises a fundamental philosophical inquiry: through what
mechanisms does this reliance induce epistemic alienation and the
progressive dissolution of the knowing subject’s agency? This
study addresses this cognitive-ontological crisis through the
metaphysical framework of Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy
(al-hikmah  al-muta ‘aliyah). Utilizing a critical-philosophical
method, the research draws upon the foundational doctrines of
Substantial Motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), Presentational
Knowledge (al- ilm al-hudiiri), and the Union of the Intellect and
the Intelligible (ittihad al-‘aqil wa-l-ma‘qil) to critique the
presuppositions of algorithmic learning. The analysis identifies key
alienating mechanisms—most notably the reduction of the fluid
existence of knowledge to discrete, static data points—which
effectively exclude the subject from the active, internal process of
knowing. The findings demonstrate that by intervening in the soul’s
existential relation to the act of cognition, these mechanisms
obstruct the soul’s intensifying motion (al-harakah al-
ishtidadiyyah) and impede the realization of the union of intellect
and intelligible, thereby severing the knower from the existential
actualization of knowledge. Ultimately, this study posits that
epistemic alienation is not merely a functional or educational
disorder, but a profound ontological crisis that blocks the soul’s
path toward perfection by undermining epistemic agency. By
reasserting the Sadracan emphasis on the autonomy of the soul, the
research offers a normative horizon for designing cognitive
technologies that preserve human agency and existential dignity.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the contemporary digital landscape, the progressive delegation of
cognitive operations—ranging from information synthesis and critical
evaluation to nuanced decision-making—to algorithm-based learning
environments has emerged as a definitive, albeit contentious, feature of
human intellectual life. While such systems are frequently lauded for their
operational efficiency, speed, and personalized information delivery, they
concurrently precipitate a significant philosophical dilemma: the
fundamental alteration of the subject-object relation in the act of knowing.
This research conceptualizes this phenomenon as "epistemic alienation,"
defined as a state of estrangement wherein the knowing subject is
systematically severed from the internal process, productive activity, and
existential meaning-making dimensions of knowledge. Within this paradigm,
knowledge is transmuted from an existential attainment—a constitutive
dimension of human becoming—into an external, discrete, and consumable
commodity. Consequently, this shift represents not merely a variation in
functional learning behavior, but a profound ontological disruption to the
agency of the knowing subject.

This study interrogates the phenomenon of epistemic alienation through
the metaphysical framework of Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy (al-
hikmah al-muta ‘aliyah). Sadra’s philosophical system offers a uniquely
robust critique, as it rejects the reductionist view of knowledge as mere
mental representation or inert information storage. Instead, Sadra posits
knowledge as a distinct mode of being (wujiid) and as an existential
intensification of the soul’s perfection. Within this framework, learning is
not merely the acquisition of external facts, but a dynamic, internal trajectory
of ontological transformation. The primary objective of this research is to
analyze the mechanisms through which algorithmic learning environments
undermine epistemic agency and to evaluate this erosion through
fundamental Sadraean doctrines. The central research question is thus
formulated: Through what specific mechanisms does algorithm-based
learning facilitate epistemic alienation and the progressive dissolution of the
knowing subject’s agency?

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative methodology grounded in critical
philosophical analysis, integrated within a comparative-hermeneutical
framework. The inquiry proceeds through four methodical stages. First, it
establishes a rigorous conceptual clarification of the terms "epistemic
alienation" and "epistemic agency," situating them at the intersection of
contemporary philosophy of technology and classical Islamic epistemology.
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Second, it deconstructs the ontological presuppositions inherent in
algorithmic architectures, specifically their tendency to reduce the fluid,
existential character of knowledge—what Sadra terms al-wujid al-sayyal—
into fragmented, quantifiable, and manipulable data. Third, it executes a
comparative confrontation between these technological presuppositions and
the foundational tenets of Transcendent Theosophy, with particular emphasis
on the doctrines of Substantial Motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah),
Presentational Knowledge (al- ilm al-hudiirt), and the Union of the Intellect
and the Intelligible (ittihad al-'aqil wa-I-ma ‘qul). Finally, the study
synthesizes these critical findings into a normative framework, suggesting
possibilities for designing cognitive technologies that privilege the
preservation of human agency. The research relies upon primary texts by
Mulla Sadra, supplemented by contemporary literature in artificial
intelligence, digital cognitive science, and the phenomenology of
technology.

Findings

The findings indicate that algorithmic learning environments exacerbate
epistemic alienation through three interconnected mechanisms. First is
structural opacity, or the "black box" phenomenon. As complex algorithms
obscure the logic of knowledge generation, the user is denied access to the
foundational inferential processes of their beliefs, thereby severing the link
between belief and justification and inducing a state of cognitive
dependence. Second is the induction of cognitive passivity. By providing
immediate, optimized, and seemingly finished intellectual outputs, these
systems circumvent the essential intellectual labor—such as constructive
doubt, curiosity, and iterative inquiry—that is required for genuine
understanding. By replacing active cognitive struggle with passive
consumption, algorithmic design actively diminishes the learner's status as
an epistemic agent. Third is epistemic fragmentation. Personalization
algorithms and filter bubbles isolate the user within self-referential
information environments. Rather than promoting integrative understanding,
these systems fragment the cognitive landscape, hindering the intellect's
ability to pursue comprehensive and holistic truth.

From a Sadraean perspective, these mechanisms are profoundly
problematic as they contradict the ontological nature of the human soul. In
Transcendent Theosophy, the soul is not a static substance but a dynamic
reality in continuous Substantial Motion, traversing successive degrees of
existential intensity. Human perfection is realized through this dynamic
"becoming" (sayrurah), and knowledge serves as the primary vehicle for this
existential intensification (al-harakah al-ishtidadiyyah). Algorithmic
dependency arrests this movement by externalizing cognitive labor, leading



to existential stagnation. Furthermore, the Sadraean doctrine of the Union of
the Intellect and the Intelligible posits that true knowledge is not the transfer
of external information, but a transformative act in which the knower and the
known become existentially united. Algorithmic systems, by enforcing a
subject-object dualism that treats knowledge as an external content to be
merely accessed and consumed, violate this unitive structure of knowing.

Conclusion

This study concludes that epistemic alienation is not an incidental byproduct,
but a structural consequence of the dominant design logic of algorithmic
learning. It constitutes a genuine ontological crisis by disrupting the
existential bond between the knower and the act of knowing, thereby
obstructing the soul’s path toward perfection. However, the Sadraean
critique also provides a normative foundation for future technological
design. By affirming knowledge as an active, inward, and unitive process, it
suggests that cognitive technologies should be reimagined: not as
replacements for agency, but as scaffolds for intellectual autonomy; not as
agents of fragmentation, but as facilitators of holistic understanding.
Ultimately, this research advocates for the development of '"dignity-
preserving cognitive technologies" that are structurally compatible with the
human capacity for existential growth, intellectual autonomy, and the
realization of the soul’s latent perfections.
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