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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Conceptual Metaphor Theory, principally developed by George Lakoff and
Mark Johnson, provides a cognitive framework for explaining how abstract
concepts are understood through concrete and experiential domains. From
this perspective, metaphor is not merely a rhetorical device but an important
mechanism through which human beings conceptualize abstract experiences.
Conceptual metaphors establish systematic mappings between a concrete
source domain and a more abstract target domain. Examining metaphorical
expressions 1in religious texts can therefore contribute to a deeper
understanding of the conceptual structures through which theological and
ethical concepts are represented.

Nahj al-Balagha contains numerous expressions in which abstract
concepts such as guidance and deviation are conceptualized through concrete
experiences. Among these expressions are minar and mandara. In their
lexical meanings, these terms are associated with a structure or sign that can
be seen from a distance, provides light, assists travelers in finding their way,
and may mark the boundaries of a particular place. These characteristics
provide the experiential basis for conceptualizing abstract religious
guidance.

The present study aims to identify and analyze the conceptual metaphors
associated with minar and manara in Nahj al-Balagha. Its main question is
how the concepts of guidance and deviation are represented through these
expressions and how the mappings between the physical characteristics of a
mindr and the abstract domain of guidance contribute to the understanding of
these concepts.

Methods

The study employs a qualitative approach based on metaphor analysis. The
occurrences of minar and mandara in Nahj al-Balagha were examined within
the framework of Conceptual Metaphor Theory. The analysis first identifies
the concrete characteristics of minar/mandra as the source domain and then
determines their systematic correspondences with concepts in the target
domain.

Lexical sources and commentaries on Nahj al-Balagha were also
consulted to clarify the meanings and functions associated with these terms.
The analysis focuses particularly on visibility, illumination, orientation,
boundary marking, and prevention of getting lost as features transferred from
the concrete domain of the minar to the abstract domain of religious
guidance.

Results
The findings show that minar functions as a coherent source domain for
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conceptualizing guidance. Its visibility from a distance corresponds to the
recognizability and public accessibility of the sources of divine guidance. Its
illumination corresponds to the function of guidance in making the path of
truth clear. Its role in navigation is mapped onto directing human beings
toward the correct path and preventing them from becoming lost. Its function
in marking boundaries corresponds to the role of religion in distinguishing
the boundaries of truth from deviation.

Within this conceptual structure, several entities are represented as
minars of guidance. The Prophet Muhammad is described as a clear minar of
the religion of God. This metaphor highlights his function as a visible and
reliable source of orientation for those seeking divine guidance. The
metaphor is also applied to Imam “Alr and the Ahl al-Bayt, who constitute
reliable points of reference through which the path of religious guidance can
be recognized. Islam itself is likewise conceptualized as a minar: just as a
minar identifies boundaries and provides orientation, Islam distinguishes the
boundaries of the divinely approved religion from deviations and directs
human beings toward the path approved by God.

An important finding concerns the relationship between recognizing the
minar and piety. In Nah;j al-Balagha, people of piety are characterized by
their ability to recognize the signs of the path. Recognizing the minars of
guidance enables them to remain attentive to the correct path and avoid
deviation. Conversely, those who fail to recognize or attend to these signs
become vulnerable to deviation. The metaphor therefore connects seeing the
sign, recognizing the path, following the correct direction, and remaining on
the path of piety.

The study also identifies factors that obstruct the guiding function of the
minar. Before the Prophet's mission, the period of ignorance is described as
a condition in which the minar of guidance had become worn, making it
difficult for people to distinguish true religion from deviations. Worldliness
and excessive immersion in material pleasures can diminish insight and
divert attention from the sources of guidance. Another important obstacle is
fitna, which is conceptualized as dust obscuring the minar from view.
Although the minar remains substantial, fitna can conceal it and make the
correct path difficult to recognize, leading people toward deviation and
transforming certainty into doubt.

Conclusion

The metaphorical use of minar and mandra in Nahj al-Balagha forms a
systematic conceptual network grounded in spatial navigation. By mapping
physical landmarks onto spiritual concepts, the text presents divine guidance
as visible, structured, and accessible, while underscoring the believer's
responsibility to remain attentive to these signs.
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